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to be undertaken, a heavy outlay must be incurred,
and, far from the war having been concluded, scarcely
a day elapses without the news of some movement in
the field, and of skirmishes more or less important.
The negotiations with Yakoob Khan do not appa-
rently promise so speedy a termination of the war
as was expected; for it is now (May, 1879) stated
that the Viceroy and his advisers consider it to be not
improbable that, in order to bring Yakoob Khan to
terms, it will be necessary, at least temporarily, to
occupy Cabul. If such an onward movement is
undertaken, it is obvious that all estimates of the
cost of the war which were based on the calculation
that peace was near at hand, and that our occupation
of territory would, as was said by the Prime Minister
in his speech already quoted, be confined to re-
taining possession of the "three highways which
connect Afghanistan with India," will have to be
entirely modified. An advance on Cabul might lead
to a prolongation of the war, and might involve an
expenditure so large that, in order to defray it, a
very considerable portion of the 15,500,OOOL, which
the Indian Government propose to take authority to
borrow during the present year, would have to be
expended. It is therefore most important to bear
in mind that, whatever may be the reasons which
are put forward to justify the exceptionally large